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SUBJECT: UNESCO: JERUSALEM EXCAVATIONS; DUE PROCESS INVESTIGATIVE 
MECHANISM 

REF: STATE 87475 

1 . WE DISCUSSED WITH EYTAN RONN, POLITICAL ADVISOR TO 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER FOR INTERNATONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AND FORMER ISRAELI AMBASSADOR TO GENEVA.THE 
SUGGESTION THAT THE GOI INDIRECTLYINFORM UNESCO 
DIRECTOR GENERAL M'BOW THAT THE MAZAR EXCAVATIONS 
HAVE BEEN TERMINATED.RONN SAID HE WOULD GIVE THIS 
MATTER SOME CONSIDERATION AND DISCUSS IT WITH HIS 
COLLEAGUES AND SUPERIORS BUT HISPERSONAL REACTION 
WAS THAT SUCH A PROPOSAL HAS LITTLE CHANCE OF 
ACCEPTANCE BY THE GOI. 

2. RONN POINTED OUT THAT THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT HAS 
PLAYED NO PART AT ALL IN MAZAR'S EXCAVATION 
ACTIVITIES AND CANNOT BE SURE HOW LONG THE CURRENT 
STOP IN EXCAVATIONS WILL LAST. IT COULD NOT, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 02921 261550Z 

THEREFORE.IN GOOD FAITH MAKE A STATEMENT THAT 
THE EXCAVATIONS HAVE BEEN TERMINATED. 

3. MORE IMPORTANTLY, IF SUCH A STATEMENT WERE 
MADE, THE GO WOULD HAVE PUBLICLY TO CONFIRM 
OR DENY ITS ACCURACY. IT WOULD NOT BE ACCEPABLE 
TO ISRAELI PUBLIC OPINION.AND PROBABLY NOT TO 
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THE NEW CABINET, FOR ISRAEL TO TAKE A POSITION 
OF HAVING "TERINATED" AN ACTIVITY WHICH THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS ARGUED IS SUBJECT ONLY TO THE 
CONSTRAINTS OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM. 

4. DURING THE SAME DISCUSSION, WE INFORMED RONN 
OF THE U.S. INITIATIVE REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A MECHANISM FOR DEFUSING POLITICAL PROBLEMS IN 
UNESCO (AS SET FORTH IN STATE 65129 AND PARIS 11767). 

RONN SAID HE HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED OF OUR APPROACH 
AND HE TOOK CAREFUL NOTES. 

5. REGARDING MBOW'S IDEA OF A STATEMENT OF HIS 

OWN THAT THE EXCAVATIONS HAVE STOPPED AND A REQUEST 
THAT THE GOI CONFIRM THIS (PARIS 1 1767), HE SAID 
HE FELT THIS WA NOT A REALISTIC POSSIBILITY. 

IT AMOUNTED TO THE SAME THING AS OUR PROPOSAL FOR 
AN INDIRECT MESSAGE BECAUSE EVENTUALLY THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE TO MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT 
THAT THE EXCAVATIONS HAD CEASED AND NO GOVERNMENT 
WILL BE ABLE TO DO THAT. 
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